
ANDREW J. MALEHORN STORE AND RESIDENCE 

62-68 WEST MAIN STREET 

This two-building unit consists of 2 nearly identical structures; 
each is two stories t a l l , shed roofed, L-shaped, and with 5 bays. These 
two structures are of interest when viewed as part of the row beginning 
with no. 58 West Main Street; the row presents a fine unified group in a 
City more given to individual statements. On April 13, 1883, the entire 
north side of this block was leveled by a f i r e . The block was quickly 
rebu i l t , and th i s , coupled with the fact that this central section was 
rebui l t by the same family, doubtless explains i t s unity. The row is 
valuable in the view i t gives us of a small, ru ra l , Anglo-German, mid-
Atlantic settlement a century ago, a value that has been increased by 
the alterations that have taken place at the ends of the block - the 
Penney's store to the east, and the Exxon Station to the west, so that 
the block now contains representatives of commercial architecture spanning 
100 years. 
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The two buildings that once houses the shop of Malehorn and 
of Kretzer look south to the north side of West Main Street (St. Route 
32) about 100' east of that street 's intersection with Carroll Street 
in Westminster. The two buildings are identical in form (two-story, 
shed-roofed, L-shaped 5 bays) but are dif ferent in decoration. Both 
buildings have commercial ac t iv i ty on their ground f loors , and res i ­
dences above. Number 62-64-66 has three central doors on i t s ground 
f loor ; each door is ident ica l , containing one large pane of glass 
below a rectangular one-light transom. The extremes of the ground f loor 
are largely windows, a 24-l ight display window to the east and a large 
plate glass window to the west. The four eastern bays rest below a 
bracketed modillion cornice; the western most window rests below a plain 
cornice. The second f loor windows are a l l 2/2, double-hung sash windows 
with 4 course gauged, f l a t arches, white wooden s i l l s , and black louvered 
shutters. The windows are a l l regularly spaced. Above is a motif 
f a i r l y common during late-Victorian era; the use of cornice-bracket-string 
course. The cornice is molded and is adjoined by modi!lions placed be­
tween the six scrol l brackets which support i t . The str ing course is 
decorated with a band of pel let ing. As is the case with a l l buildings 
in this block on the north side of Main Street, a teutonically-decorated 
band rests in the area defined by the brackets str ing course and cornice. 
The south front of the other building (these buildings are done together 
as they share, besides a party wa l l , common history, and basic form. 
Their differences seem superficial to their s im i l a r i t i e s . ) , has re lat ively 
recently been encased in v iv id kelly green plastic t i l e s . I t presently has 
i t s bays in the pattern DWDWD (this placement could well be or ig ina l ) . 
Doors and windows are a l l of recent makeup, i . e . , glass, large sheets of 
i t , and aluminum. Above, the f ive 2/2 windows are shutterless between 
their 3 course gauged, f l a t arches and their white wooden s i l l s . The tops 
of the windows are on l ine with those of the building next door, but 
their bases are a b i t higher. The cornice-bracket-string course is con­
tinued across this bui lding, but is s l ight ly altered (as the arrangement 
is on each building in i t s group) as the cornice is r ichly denti led. 

As noted, the buildings take an L form. This is evident on 
the north f ronts, which are two bays long east of each building's L. The 
eastern building has a pair of 2/2 windows per f l oo r ; the north front 
of the L has a 2/2 window to the east of a 6-panelled door. (The door 
is approached by a single f l i gh t of wooden steps r is ing from the north.) 
The other building probably or ig inal ly had a two t i e r porch on i t s north 
f ront , as the present front projects to the north 10' longer than does the 
other bui lding, and i t is sheathed in aluminum siding, a sure sign of 
recent tampering, as that material is often used to enclose porches. The 
siding presently has two 2/2 windows regularly spaced on each f loor . 
north front of the L is b l ind , but the east front has a northern door 
approached by a single f l i g h t of wooden steps r is ing from the north, and 
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The significance of each of these buildings, as is almost 
always the case with a l l buildings, is that they are part of a larger 
scheme. In this case, they are of interest in the total Westminster's 
townscape of course, but their interest is magnified when viewed as 
part of the row beginning with no. 5Bk West Main Street (or, perhaps, 
beginning with no. 58). The row 58%-68, of which these two buildings 
are the western hal f , presents a fine unified row in a City more given 
to individual statements. The row is of interest in i t s use of the 
normal 5-bay f ront , in i t s incorporation of Germanic decorative deta i ls , 
and in the way i t plays with the cornice-bracket-string course roof 
l ine motif (each building has a s l ight ly dif ferent one). Thus, the value 
of the buildings in the row, in the view they give us of a small, 
ru ra l , Anglo-German, mid-Atlantic settlement a century ago, has been 
increased by the alterations that have taken place at the ends of this 
block - the Penney's store to the east, and the Exxon Station to the 
west are f i t t i n g representatives to the 20th century, as this row is of 
the 19th. The entire block shows the changes in commercial architecture 
that have taken place over the past century. 

On April 13, 1883 the entire north side of the block between 
Carroll and John Streets was levelled by a f i r e . At that time there were 
14 buildings squeezed onto 8 lots (including, in the center, the F. K. Herr 
and Brothers Coach Shop). The f i r e also spread up Carroll Street destroy­
ing the newly bu i l t (1866) Luthern Chruch and parsonage. According to an 
ar t ic le in the April 14, 1883 American Sentinel, the f i r e was the result 
of a card game played in a stable and illuminated by a candle. The man 
accused of setting the blaze by turning over the table was a black called 
Hanson Dorsey and, according to the a r t i c l e , "owing to the threat of 
lynching, the j a i l was guarded by 22 men who were well-armed." Thus, a l l 
buildings in this row, nos. 58-68 West Main Street were apparently con­
ceived of anlbui l t together, which helps explain their remarkable unity. 
Perhaps someone ought to write an essay on devastating f i res and the 
building booms that follow (not to aquate F. K. Herr with Wren). 

The section of the row that we are concerned with here consists 
of the western half of lo t 6 of the Catholic Church's Subdivision. The 
entire lo t was leased for 99 years from the Redemptionists by an organi-
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a 2/2 window to the north. 

A f inely proportioned, 2-story, gabled roof, unpainted, 4 course 
common bond building is located within the area defined by the eastern 
building's L, but a few feet to the north of i t . Two-over-two windows are 
opposite each other on the eastern and western f ronts, and a 6-panel door, 
to the south, provides an entrance. The west front of no. 68 faces a gas 
station and is b l ind, below i t s shed roof, except for 2, small, 2/2 windows 
which appear, rather for lorn ly , in this facade. The east wall of no. 68 
is a party wa l l , as are both the east and the west walls of no. 62-64. 
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zation called Troxell and Diffenbaugh on May 13, 1863; their rent was 
$24 a year (Carroll County Deed Book 30, Page 3). Troxell and Diffen­
baugh sold their interest for $100 to Titus Eckart on June 26, 1865 
(33/435), and Eckart sold half of lo t 6 (our half) to Andrew J. Male-
horn for $2500 on October 16, 1869 (37/509). This price for half of the 
l o t , makes i t very l i ke ly that some buildings were then erected. They 
show on the 1877 City p lat . The 1887 City Directory l i s t s Malehorn as 
having a post-f i re store and residence at 62-64, and l i s t s Louis Kreizer 
as having a store at 66, and one J. T. Erb as having something to do 
with 68. Malehorn sold the lo t on St. Patrick's Day, 1899, 30 years la ter , 
for the same price he paid for i t ($2500); he sold the lo t to Sara A. Cover 
(88/363). Cover's executor, Charles E. Lippy, sold our property to i t s 
present owner, Carroll E. Myers, for $6540 on June 6, 1939 (170/518); 
Myers, by a series of deeds, has acquired t i t l e s to the whole row, certainly 
one of Westminster's f iner architectural statements. 
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